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6 April 2009 

Can I ask you all to take the time to read this letter from the Governors?
Mr Hardiman

Dear Parents/Carers,

Every half term the Governors of the School meet to discuss the business of running the Federated Schools from Financial matters to premises, to assessment for learning, complaints, curriculum, extra-curricular events both in the past and in the future.  Reports are gathered in and discussed over the year.  A great deal of review and questioning has taken place surrounding issues from child protection to Inclusion and Equal Opportunities.  Some of this has raised serious questions for ourselves and our staff.  There has been high disappointment that despite our best efforts, incidents still occur which are distressing, hurtful and wrong.  This is ‘name’ calling and the worst of this is racism.  Some people feel that it is not appropriate to write a newsletter like this but I do feel we must stand up against racism in every way.  So I want to explain to you all the measures we go to so that we eradicate it from our schools, community and society.

We have a variety of policies which say that ‘all’ (including both children and adults) who come to our school have the right to be free from verbal, physical or emotional abuse, especially those who may come from different countries, speak different languages or have different coloured skin, or a different in some sort of conventional way.  All have a right to achieve their full potential, this can be difficult if one feels ‘disrespected’.

We have a curriculum that reflects the multi-cultural society we live in through the reading books, through looking at historical people and events such as Mary Secole (the Liverpool Florence Nightingale), Martin Luther King and the holocaust.  Through our RE curriculum we study other religions including Judaism, Islam, Sikhism.   We work extremely hard at personal, social and emotional education with the SEAL project through lessons and assemblies which have been recognised by a City Award to our schools.  We have Rainbows and Webster Stratton workshops for children and adults as well as being involved with the B.E.S.T team to support children’s anger issues.  In December we confirmed that both schools in the Federation signed up to the Anti -Bullying Charter of Liverpool which involves a variety of initiatives including the practise that all Racist Incidents are reported to the City Council, explaining the circumstances of these incidents, and an explanation of what the school governors have done to try to ensure this doesn’t happen again.

The school has taken part in the following:- Refugee weeks, having International Respect and Anti-Bullying weeks, going to the LFC/EFC Kick Racism Out debate, inviting Liverpool Football Club into school to talk to the children about how ‘destructive’ and wrong it is to be involved in racism.  We have booked into school the Yellow House Project which does workshops locally, nationally and internationally, and work with schools and groups of children to eradicate name calling/bullying/racism.  Now the Governors want an introduction to the project for all the parents which I hope to set up on:-

 Tuesday, 5 May at 2.45 p.m. at St.Cuthberts and

 Thursday, 7 May at 2.45 p.m at St.Sebastian’s

to meet George and Goshia who run the workshops.  Parents can attend either.  The Governors hope you will make every effort to attend one of these.
Racism is not just name calling it is trying to belittle people because of their race or colour; trying to make them feel inferior or not the same, and therefore, that they don’t belong.  In our school, our Catholic school, it is totally against the teaching of Jesus, against our Mission Statement and totally unacceptable.  As a Catholic school, we celebrate our differences, our uniqueness, that we are all special in the eyes of God, we do not view or accept negatives.

The Governors have already agreed that incidents of racism are extremely serious and therefore have fast tracked the disciplinary procedures to a warning followed by an exclusion if it happened again. However this doesn’t seem to have the desired effect on some children, and therefore, this letter is sent to all to explain we cannot tolerate this type of behaviour and discussion is taking place about imposing immediate exclusion; your thoughts on this would be welcomed.

The Governors and the school do appreciate that children sometimes don't totally understand the seriousness of what they say.  However, this is a ‘parental’ responsibility.  Children can be exposed to racism through the television, other children, adults, through the media and it is up to parents to explain that racism is wrong and why ,and that they should never be part of it, and that it is so serious that there are serious consequences in actions or words.  We live in a very multi-cultural society and for this to be harmonious then everyone’s rights need to be protected especially the vulnerable ones, our children.

I hope everyone realises the seriousness of racism and as schools we must stamp it out and SHOW RACISM THE RED CARD in our schools.
Yours sincerely,

The Governors of

St.Cuthbert’s & St.Sebastian’s
