








16th July 2010

Dear Parents and Children,

You will receive a newsy newsletter next week but there are a few things I need to inform / remind you of now.

School will close for the summer holidays at 2.30pm on Wednesday 21st July (next Wednesday).  Please ensure that your children are picked up promptly at 2.30pm as all staff will be involved in preparing classrooms etc and will not be available to mind your children for extended periods.

The new term starts on Tuesday 31st August when staff only should attend for training.  All pupils in Years 1 – 6 should be on the yard at 8.55am on Wednesday 1st September ready to start the new school year.  Foundation 1 and 2 children will be informed by separate letter about the arrangements for the start of the new term.

Attendance  and holidays in term time:
1. I am being told the school does nothing in the last three days of term, at least nothing that the children can learn from.  All of the staff are upset by this attitude of a small minority of our parents.  Who decides what is valuable either socially, emotionally, physically, morally or intellectually.  I can assure all parents and children that you will be registered for school on these 3 days and you will be given the very best education that we can provide.  Obviously you need to be in school to get it!!!
2.Any holiday, from half day to six months, MUST be requested in writing to the Head teacher. Please note it should be in the form of a request and not “I’m going on holiday because ….”  This is a LEGAL REQUIREMENT.  Any child found outside of school in term time without a permission slip or letter can be cautioned and even taken to court.  This information has been the same for the last 10 years and each year parents are reminded of this.
3. The school has resisted pressure from the Education Welfare Officer to impose a fine of up to £100 for any unauthorised holiday taken in school time.  However, from September, this will come in to effect in our school (it’s already in effect in many school nationally.

Laser Schoolwear in London Road is the official supplier of uniform to St Sebastian’s School.  If you decide to go elsewhere for your uniform please ensure that it is right – school logo on the jumper/cardigan etc… please call in to the school office if you need advice regarding school uniform.  If you are able, get your new uniform as early as possible as the queues tend to get very long towards the end of August.

All money owed to school, Levy, Dinner, Trip, milk money etc should be paid in before Wednesday 21st July so that we can close our books.  If you are experiencing difficulties please speak to Mrs Turner in the school office, in confidence, so that a mutually acceptable arrangement can be made.  Please note if you owe money in July and do not pay it you will still owe this money in September and we will take measures to collect it. 

Summer Splash Monday 26th July to Friday 20th August, 10am – 3pm each day at a cost of £5 per child per day.  If you require breakfast club this is available each day between 9am and 10am at a cost of £1.80 per session.  A separate Splash Letter will be sent out detailing all of the fantastic activities taking place and containing a booking form.
There will be a Soccer Camp on site from Monday 23rd August for one week – details will be sent out in a separate letter. 

