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28th May 2010

Dear Parents,

As we come to the end of our final week before half term I’d like to bring you up to date with events that have happened and to share some exciting things we have been doing.

PLEASE REMEMBER THIS HALF TERM IS FOR ONE WEEK.  WE RETURN TO SCHOOL AT NORMAL TIME ON MONDAY 7TH JUNE.  Have a good break, enjoy the Bank Holiday and come back rested and ready for our final half term of the school year.
Holidays – Please don’t blame the school.

Our holiday dates for this year were published and given to all parents at about this time last year.  They are also on our website and have been given out several times during the year.  IF IN DOUBT you have a legal responsibility to ask the school.
Holidays in term time are not allowed to be granted unless the circumstances are exceptional and then only if the head teacher agrees to them in advance, this is the ruling of the Governors and the Local Authority.  Some of our families are taking the children away 2 or 3 times a year.  All holidays are mark as unauthorised absence and reported to the School Attendance Officer.
Our schools attendance is only satisfactory and has not shown the improvement we have aimed for.  Ofsted will ask me “do parents value the education provided by your school as your attendance would suggest a significant number do not!”  We are judged on this and it is the one area that ONLY the parents gain us the mark.  In many areas we have 1’s or 2’s (outstanding /good) our attendance would just about get us a 3 out of 4 – the worst mark.  We are disappointed that we will receive this mark and that some parents haven’t helped us to improve.

The other sad thing is that the children miss out on school and all the activities we try to engage our children in and in fact let down their friends, classmates, teams and school.  This is such a shame!

Successes this half term:

U11 8-a-side football league winners.  A great achievement and some compensation for losing the cup final but the end of a very good season.  Many boys represented the Year 6 team so I thank them all for their efforts – they were so proud to represent our school.
Liverpool Tag Rugby Winners.
Played extremely well to win this competition although we couldn’t repeat this in the Merseyside competition but this is the first time St Sebastian’s has ever won this festival.  What a tremendous achievement well done to all of you.

Representative honours:

Congratulations to our High 5 team on being selected once again to represent our school and city in the Merseyside Youth Games.  One of the boys in the team, Shernick Grove, has been spotted by Everton FC and has been asked to go for football trials  for them and hopefully will be chosen to attend their academy.  Well done!!
Athletics Monday 7th June and Wednesday 9th June at Wavertree.

We have been training hard with children in years 3-6 to be ready to compete against children from other schools.  This is another great opportunity for our children to test themselves and their talents in a friendly environment and hopefully learn to appreciate the talents of others, how to lose as well as win well and to build up a team or school ethos.  I hope all will be proud to represent our school.  It is such a shame that some do not value this type of activity and their child then misses out.  There are a lot of smiles, clapping and determination from children who all hope to do well for the school they are representing.  Good luck particularly to our year 3 boys and girls who are representing the school in a competition for the first time.  I know they will do well and try their very best.
Holy Communion Day: Thursday 10th June at 9.30am in church.

Congratulations to all of our children who Fr Mark has told us had wonderful masses and did so well when they received Our Blessed Lord for the first time time in our parish church.  My thanks to all our families for making these days so memorable for your sons and daughters.  Now please continue to encourage them to receive communion each week.

This celebration day for the school is always a happy special day.  Please feel free to come along, the whole school will be there.May God bless you all.  Thank you to Mrs Buckley for supporting you all with her last communion class.
End of year tests/tasks:

These have been completed in all classes.  The children will continue to consolidate and follow our curriculum which includes numeracy, literacy, ICT, RE, science, art, design, music, history, geography, SEAL, PE, Spanish,and these subjects are interlinked with international studies, environmental issues as well as learning to get on with each other and being good citizens.  A lot to do.  Exams are part of the process but not the end of our children’s learning, in fact in our evaluation and monitoring it is only the beginning.

Our key stage 1 SATs work was moderated by an external assessor.  We came out with flying colours in fact she thought our assessment and monitoring was so good she wants us to share it with other Liverpool schools.  We were one of the last to be visited  and she said we were “one of the best” she had seen.  So congratulations to all staff who were part of this.
We have finished most of the marking of the national SATs and will be having a reporting night to share with you how well your child has done.  We certainly are delighted with lots of children’s work that in some cases makes us as good as any school locally and nationally.

Visitors to our school:

1. I’ve received a letter from the Spanish Embassy congratulating our children on their enthusiasm and good work in learning Spanish through other subjects such as maths and PE.  They are so delighted that they will continue to fund/pay for the teachers.  Mrs Winstanley was invited to speak to teachers from across the country  about the work in our federation in Spanish.  Both schools are delighted to be acknowledged for our work in this area which is demonstrated in being amongst schools which have been awarded the International Award.  Our year 6 children will shortly be taking an exam in Spanish that is like a GCSE..

2. Although one of the first hard federations nationally have been invited to be part of a working group nationally to put federations and what they do in context of a national picture.  Because of this we will have many visitors from across the country coming to see us.  This is a fantastic opportunity for us to show what we do at St Sebastian’s.  It may be that some of these visitors would like to speak to governors, parents and children as well as teachers about our experiences.  If you don’t mind speaking to them please let me know via the school office.

Curious Mind Project:

This has been an exciting collaborated cross curriculum project which the children and staff in both schools have really enjoyed.  Hard work by teachers and pupilsbut such great work and enthusiasm from travelling to London to see the Lion King, through drama and working with a newspaper editor.  Miss Devine and Miss Walsh have worked especially hard and hope very shortly to have a newspaper to show the splendid work our children have achieved.

Weather:

After such a wonderful weekend its hard to remember what a winter we had but we are still catching up on some of the extra curricular events we took part in.

Merseyside Shield U11 Football Competition:

Congratulations to the Federation Team which reacher the final of this competition and although beaten by a very good team we did match them in most areas of the game.  What a fantastic achievement to be one of the top 2 teams in Merseyside.  Well done to the children and teachers involved.  As this is the end of the football season can I thank the parents who have come along to support their boys and girls – it is appreciated by both your children and the school.
World Cup Sheets only £2:

Please send these back in to school with the £2 and we will photocopy and send the sheets back.  We will rely more and more on PTA donations to the school.  Our aim is to try to raise at least £200.  This means we need to sell at least 200 sheets.  If all our families sell 4 sheets each we will reach this target.  Please support this effort - £2 to win £125, £50 or £25.
SPLASH: Tuesday 1st  – Friday 4th June in St Sebastian’s

A great way to spend the half term with many activities and fun to be had for all.  

E-Safety Meeting

This week we held an E-Safety workshop for parents.  Please see the attached fact sheet for advice on keeping your child safe when using the internet.
