St. Sebastian’s School, Holly Road, Liverpool, L7 0LH

Tel 0151 260 9697 / Fax 0151 260 5679
7th July 2010,
Dear Parents/Guardians,

What a hectic few weeks we have all had both in school and outside  With the World Cup, the Budget, Visitors to our school and our termly visit from the Local Authority School Improvement Partner.  Other occasions such as Holy Communion Celebration, Open Nights and reports, Graduation Ceremonies, Spanish exams (equivalent to lower GCSE’s) and the World Class Maths exams; as well as the many and varied extra-curriculum activities, its time to catch our breath and reflect.
Next Wednesday 14th July – PTA Bar-b-que Fun Afternoon
This will start at 2pm and there is a cost of £2 to cover expense of food, drink, hire of equipment etc.  All children should pay via their Class Teachers.

Parents and any Adults buy from PTA member on yard – Karen Williams.

We are making arrangements that children who do not want to take part (pay) will be looked after in another part of the building.

School finishes at normal time when teachers will release children to their parents who are then responsible or they will go home with parents at this time.

If you have no ticket then it is clearly unfair for children or parents to access this Fun Afternoon.  DON’T LEAVE IT UNTIL ITS TOO LATE ORDER BY MONDAY 12TH JULY.

Reports/Open Night
I sincerely hope that you have all received your child’s report and have taken the opportunity offered by the school to speak to the teacher.  We are always willing to try to accommodate parents who couldn’t make our afternoon/evening arrangements.  Having read all the reports again this year our/your children have done extremely well.  We have so many talented, gifted and caring pupils that it is my privilege to be their Head Teacher, thank you.  Believe me we have a caring professional and talented group of staff who go the “extra” mile (even two) to support, guide and help your children achieve their potential.

We always try to be honest with you all and I hope this is appreciated, so you know exactly where your child is and how we can both support them to move forward and become the Citizens of the future.

SAT’s (TA) Results and other Examinations
Another very good year with extremely ‘high’ results both at Level 4’s and 5’s which we are delighted with.  My thanks and congratulations to the children and teachers involved.
Level 5’s (are above expected10/11yr olds) – English 54%, Maths 60% with 53% achieving it in both subjects.  Science was even higher.

Spanish Asset Tests (Lower GCSE)
A marvellous result was 19 distinctions and 8 merits.  Fantastic results.

World Class Maths Tests
An exam done by able pupils across the world.  We do this occasionally with our “gifted” mathematicians.  Wonderful results.   Well done everyone!! Something to be truly proud of – our academic success; this follows on from previous wonderful years results.
School Improvement Partner (Local Authority)
Comes into school each term and inspects us.  This term it was Teaching and Learning.  SAT’s results at KS1 (which were good) and KS2 as well as the Profile for Foundation.  She gave the school a One which is the best OFSTED Grade and means OUTSTANDING.  We have all, staff, parents, governors and children worked hard over the years to live the School Motto “Only my Best will Do.”  Only downside is that Attendance and Punctuality will certainly LET US DOWN. Mrs Maunders even noticed the number of children who were arriving late.  This needs to improve a great deal.

The Children’s University – Graduation Ceremony
Held at St Georges Hall and Hope University.

The pictures of our Graduates in their “Cap and Gown” can be seen in the main entrance.  What a wonderful and moving occasion which I was disappointed to miss but the children tell me it was “Boss!”

There were 3 different standards Bronze, Silver and Gold.

We had over 50 Graduates! What an achievement.  To graduate they had to accrue points on work they did outside school, singing, speaking, sport, gardening, cooking, school council and anything extra.  Teachers had to write reports on each activity the child took part in.  It won’t surprise some of you to know with our “extensive” extra-curriculum activities we had the biggest number of graduates at these ceremonies.  Many thanks to Mrs Minogue for co-ordinating this activity.  It was fantastic!
Holy Communion Mass
A wonderful occasion enjoyed by the school and parents alike.  Many thanks to Mrs Buckley on her last class.  Next year the Archbishop is asking us to change the year Holy Communion is made and it is certain it will not be Year 2 next year.  It will be a Junior Class yet to be decided.  More details will follow next year.  

Year 3 Sacrament of Reconciliation
A wonderful service and great to see the children made this “Sacrament of Love and Forgiveness” with so much parental support.  Thank you.  Very proud of all of our children.  Thanks to Miss Devine.

Extra Curriculum Competition
What a marvellous occasion this was.  The Kensington Games late June - all of the children did extremely well from Y1 to Y6.  Although it wasn’t a clean sweep as last year it was just as good.  It is important children understand disappointment and how to handle it.

Tag Rugby Season – Mixed boys/girls.  Liverpool City Champions and Runners-Up in Fire Brigade Competition.  Some excellent talent and this is a first for the school to win one of these competitions.  Well done children, Mr Burke and Mrs Rimmer – LIVERPOOL CHAMPIONS FOR THE FIRST TIME!
Merseyside Youth Games – High 5 Represented for the 5th successive year and again a mixed team of boys/girls.  Did extremely well and unfortunately felt a little let down by the organisation that made mistakes.  But we are proud of you who are LIVERPOOL CHAMPIONS ONCE AGAIN!
Athletics – What a fabulous, extra-ordinary season.  Entered seven competitions and won seven!

Inter Catholic Large School Girls and Boys Champions

Liverpool District Small Schools Girls and Boys Champions

We actually beat all the Large Schools as well!

Merseyside Catholic Schools “Champion of Champions” Meeting (31 schools) Girls and Boys Champions.
An amazing achievement.  In fact, NO other school has ever achieved this in 60 years of Athletics!

This year a new trophy for the best school, girls and boys scores added together – THE COLIN SEMPLE MEMORIAL TROPHY (a stunning trophy) – St. Sebastian’s Winners!

I’ll have to get the Echo in to acknowledge these gifted children.  Now onto the City Championship on Thursday.

Family SEAL and Curriculum SEAL
Many thanks to those parents who joined this group and found it very interesting.  Because of our dedication to SEAL we have an OFSTED type of inspection today.  Thank you to Mrs Hilton and Miss Walsh and good luck.  I am sure everything will go well

Mrs Buckley’s Retirement Mass and Buffet in School
Many many thanks to children and parents past and present who made the effort to come along it was a lovely occasion that was enjoyed and appreciated by Mrs Buckley’s family.  It was right and fitting that after 38 years at St. Sebastian’s the Lord Mayor of Liverpool added her thanks and congratulations to Kathy and handed over a gift from the parents.

Wednesday 7th July – Yr6 Children
Yr6 Induction Day – children have gone straight to there next school.  It is the responsibility of parents to get you there and back.  It is scary but exciting.  Enjoy the day.

Wednesday 7th July Yr 5 Cardinal Heenan Bugsy Malone
There may be a delay in return.

Thursday 8th July
Yr 3 / 4 Tudor Day

Cafod World Cup Federation Teams 12.30

Wavertree Liverpool City Championships 4pm – 6pm

Sunday 11th July Parish Bar-b-que
Fr Mark would be delighted to see children and parents come to this event, help in Church ground by the house on Lilley Road would be great 1pm – 4pm.  Tickets must be bought in advance and will be on sale after Mass on Saturday evening price £2.
Mr Hardiman

Executive Head Teacher
